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Unit 6 – The Presidency
The US Cabinet in February 2005
The US Cabinet currently comprises the President and Vice President, the heads of the 15 executive departments and other individuals who have been granted Cabinet rank by George W Bush, namely:

· the Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)

· the Director of the Office of Management and Budget (OMB)

· the Director of the National Drug Control Policy

· the US Trade Representative. 
The President’s Chief of Staff, also attends meetings. Item C shows the Cabinet in February 2004 and February 2005.
	Item C - The US Cabinet (as of 22 February 2005)


	Post
	February 2004
	February 2005

	Secretary of Agriculture
	Ann M Veneman
	Mike Johanns

	Secretary of Interior
	Gale Norton
	Gale Norton

	Secretary of Commerce
	Don Evans
	Carlos Gutierrez

	Attorney General (Justice Department)
	John Ashcroft
	Alberto Gonzales

	Secretary of Defense
	Donald Rumsfeld
	Donald Rumsfeld

	Secretary of Labor
	Elaine Chao
	Elaine Chao

	Secretary of Education
	Rod Paige
	Margaret Spellings

	Secretary of State
	Colin Powell
	Condoleezza Rice

	Secretary of Energy
	Spencer Abraham
	Samuel W Bodman

	Secretary of Transportation
	Norman Mineta
	Norman Mineta

	Secretary of Health and Human Services
	Tommy Thompson
	Michael Leavitt

	Secretary of Treasury
	John Snow
	John Snow

	Secretary of Housing and Urban Development
	Mel Martinez
	Alphonso Jackson

	Secretary of Veterans Affairs
	Anthony Principi
	Jim Nicholson

	Secretary of Homeland Security
	Tom Ridge
	Michael Chertoff

	
	
	

	Environmental Protection Agency
	Michael Leavitt
	Stephen L Johnson

	Office of Management and Budget Director
	Joshua Bolten
	Joshua Bolten

	Office of National Drug Control Policy
	John Walters
	John Walters

	United States Trade Representative
	Robert B. Zoellick
	Robert B. Zoellick

	
	
	

	Chief of Staff
	Andrew Card
	Andrew Card

	
	
	

	
	
	New to Cabinet since February 2004

	
	
	Re-shuffle

	
	
	Acting


Bush’s re-election and the Cabinet

Bush’s re-election in November 2004 brought the prospect of significant changes in the US Cabinet. Those who had excelled during the post 9/11 crisis were set to retain their positions or move up, whilst those who disagreed with the direction of policy or whose competence was doubtful were set to jump-ship or to be forced out. John Ashcroft (Attorney General) and Donald Evans (Commerce) were the first to announce their departures on 9 November. They were quickly followed by Rod Paige (Education) on 12 November and Colin Powell (Secretary of State) on 15 November. These resignations, others, and the inevitable executive reshuffle that followed, ensured that the Cabinet of February 2005 was very different from that of February 2004.

Unit 6 – The Presidency
Key Cabinet appointments
Attorney General – Alberto Gonzales
The nomination of Alberto Gonzales as a replacement for the outgoing Attorney General John Ashcroft was probably one of the worst-kept secrets in DC. Bush had a long-standing association with Gonzales, the son of Mexican immigrants, having put him onto the Texas State Supreme Court during his time as Governor of that State and later appointing him as White House counsel during his first Presidential term. Many observers saw Gonzales’ elevation to Attorney General as a means by which Bush hoped to gain better personal control of the Justice Department. This was particularly important at a time when the spotlight, at home and abroad, was starting to fall on the alleged violations of civil liberties in the wake of 9/11.

Gonzales’ nomination proved controversial. As White House counsel he had approved the detainment and interrogation methods used by the CIA on suspected al-Qaeda operatives (methods which some regarded as torture). 

According to the Washington Post (15 January 2005):


[image: image3] 
Although Gonzales’ assertion that the Geneva Conventions should not be applied to alleged terrorists caused concern amongst Senate moderates, his appointment was eventually confirmed.

Secretary of State – Condoleezza Rice

Many had predicted that the end of Bush’s first term as President would see Rice leave her job as National Security Advisor and return to academia. The resignation of Colin Powell, however, gave Bush the opportunity to place a loyalist at the heart of the State Department. Such a move would be likely to provide the administration with a greater sense of unity than was present at times during the first term since, in the first term, the ‘dovish’ Powell was often seen as being somewhat at odds with the more ‘hawkish’ Rumsveld and Rice. The appointment of a loyal supporter to head the State Department would also lessen the tension that has often existed between the office holder (an administrator, often a specialist, with their own ideas and world view) and the National Security Advisor (a partisan advisor, batting for the President).

Unit 6 – The Presidency
Key Cabinet appointments cont’d
Secretary of State – Condoleezza Rice
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Rice’s visit to Jerusalem as National Security Advisor in 2003 (see Item D) offered an early insight into her modus operandi. 
As Secretary of State, Rice became a key player in the early weeks of Bush’s second term. It was Rice who toured Europe ahead of the President, paving the way for reconciliation with those countries (particularly France and Germany) which had opposed US action in Iraq. 
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Unit 6 – The Presidency
Sample answers – Task 9

Question 1
We cannot learn a great deal from Item C alone, beyond the fact that the Bush Cabinet of February 2005 was very different from that of February 2004. This should come as no real surprise. The President is elected as a sole executive. As Article II of the Constitution states, ‘The executive power shall be vested in a President of the United States of America’. This is in sharp contrast to the situation in the UK where the Prime Minister and Cabinet are seen as more of a ‘package’, holding office by virtue of the fact that the party they share in common holds the majority of seats in the Commons.

It would be unusual for a Prime Minister to bring as many new people into their Cabinet in a 12-month period. Indeed, such a purge could be seen as a sign of a weak leader or a divided party. In the USA, however, the Cabinet is made up of unelected bureaucrats. The President’s ability to hold office does not depend upon Cabinet any more than it depends upon the President’s party holding the majority in the legislature. Equally, Cabinet resignations – such as that of Colin Powell – have little effect on the way in which Americans regard their President.

Question 2
As the commentary suggests, the appointment of Rice was seen as an attempt to bring the State Department under more direct political control. As a Bush loyalist, Rice was expected to bring a greater unity to foreign policy than had been apparent during the Powell/Rumsfeld era. The Gonzales appointment was also expected to help in this respect. As White House counsel, Gonzales had taken a ‘flexible approach’ on the treatment of terrorist suspects. As Attorney General, Bush could expect Gonzales to stand shoulder-to-shoulder with him in the War on Terror.
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Item D – Secretary Rice in Jerusalem





National Security Advisor Condoleezza Rice flew into Jerusalem on 28 June 2003, and immediately rushed into a meeting on the West Bank with Palestinian officials. During the session, a rapt Rice, who grew up in the segregated South, was shown a flashy PowerPoint presentation on the security fence being built by the Israelis and the extent to which it encroached on Palestinian lands.





The next day, Rice met the Cabinet of Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon and shocked officials by confronting them over the barrier’s proposed route. She asked Sharon to redraw it in a way that showed greater sensitivity to Palestinians.





Source: the Washington Post, 17 January 2005.








[Gonzales] raised no objections and, without consulting military and State Department experts in the laws of torture and war, approved an August 2002 memo that gave CIA interrogators the legal blessing they sought’.






































































































































Task 9





How much can we learn from Item C regarding the nature of the US Cabinet?





What signals did the appointments of Condoleezza Rice and Alberto Gonzales send regarding the likely direction of the new administration?
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